8 FRUGAL TRAVELER Cuzco: high altitude, low budget.

3 HeAps UP ‘The Lapas bar scene in Granada gets lively.

o 36 HouRs Temples and treasures of the Golden Triangle.
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36 Hours

GOLDEN TRIANGLE, THAILAND

Find a grotto for peaceful contemplation and commune with the elephants in this once-remote region.
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1Fat Free Bicycle Shop,

157/4 Moo 2, Rimkhorg, Rosd,
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5 Wat Tham P, Fish Tsil
Cave, Porg Ngam, Mae Sai
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6 Khun Sa Oid Camp, 82n Hin
Toek, District.
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restaurants and street
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cost just a dollar.
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© zPM. > OLD TOWN CYCLING
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ONLINE: AN OVERVIEW
R Our interactive map:
nytimes.com/ travel

uphill from Route 1290, across.
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12 Wat Rong Khum, Phaho
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As the morning mist clears, grab a carr
damam
cake for 90 baht froem 2 vine-wreathed stall

An early Geparture is necessary for a road
trip to the scenic, hilly Doi Tung reglon,
Iargely inaccessible until recently. Driving

when to ignore it. (One day with car and
guide, 4,500 baht.)
© 9:30 AM. > CHINESE OUTPOST

Brave the swarms of macagues at the tny
Yunnanese village and temple Wat Tham

; "Walking With Glants” at the Anantara Golden Triangle Elephant Camp and Resort,

52, chalky vards ending in a devolicaal
kpace of utter silence. On a small Jedge to
fhe side, 3 humble chipped and age-spotted

Camp cam ride them oaa two-hoar ek that
starts at 30,000 baht per couple. Nonguests
who donate 6,000 baht to the Golden Trian-
gle Asian Elephant Foundation can visit the
camp, and with Juck see the elephamts
trondling up the path to tuck into tall stalks
d!“p‘.(

© 7PM. > RIVERFRONT REPAST

tion. About 300 bight.

D) S:30 AM. > RITUALS AND PHOTO OP$

Shelter from the morning rain and rising

)-euby this shaded cliff overlooking War
Thae Pukhizo, where Glih-century wor-

O 11AM. > HILLTOP REDOUBT
Winding roacds lined with craft shops end at
newly restored headquarters of one of
sutheast Asia's last warlords. Khun Sa

in (he 19703, but here he receives a states-
man's deference in hoenespun displays trac-
ing his rise to commander of an army, re-

@ 11AM. > THE OPIUM POPPY

opium popgy. Old-school

Hall of Opium Museum tell the oA
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d almost all of

ceiving emissaries from prime
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in his original effice.

© 1:30 PM. > PROVENCE ON THE MEKONG
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with Art Nouvesu posters.

n baciyard herbs
and vegetables with grilled meats. Phone
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altached
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Just over & foolbridge, a much p-mdu-

lculpnnmmﬂyhudms'r
wan Janehuttakamkit presides over the

ofa Wﬂohlmm%
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300 baht.
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® 3PM. > ANEVER-ENDING CYCLE

Mmmmamm&m—
part, the White Templedepicts the Buddhist
qdedﬂemmwuad_uzlms
inside, a vast mural of modern delusions
that distract us from the divine, inchading
cellphanes and pop stars. Enter via a foot-

that spans a writhing, grasping
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© 5:30 PM. > SUNSET WITH A VIEW

le Elephant
Camp and Resort lays out a pricey, custom
menu from local 1o Western, all of it with an

from outdoor grills; Pla Nueng Ma Now is
local bass dressed with ¢hiles and coriander
from the garden down the hill (18,000 baht
for two). The Anantara front desk is a rel-
abie source of infurmation in English on lo-
cal guides, drivers and the rental of cars,
motorbikes and bicycles.

with the rough-

“Walking With Glants® at the Anantara Golden Triangle Klephant Camp nnd Resort,

WHERE TO STAY

The Anantara Golden Triangle

and Elephant Camp (Sui San

Tan'Lusang 2, Wang,

Raldentriangie.anantara.com),

@ five-star resart, overlooks 3
| ¢ TSl v R :

PP

3 Anantara Golden Trianglo
Elephant Camp and Resort,
goldentrangie. anantarm.com
Jdining-by-design/.
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